
 
 

 

NATIONAL PIERS SOCIETY RESPONDS TO THE CO-OPERATIVES UK 

REPORT ON THE PEOPLE'S PIERS: FRESH IDEAS 

 

The National Piers Society does not consider the Co-operatives UK report (available on 

www.uk.coop) to be representative of the majority of British piers.  The Society was 

founded in 1979 and is widely recognized as the UK’s leading authority on seaside piers.  

It maintains contact with all surviving piers, whether in public, private or charitable trust 

ownership.  We regret not having been consulted in the drawing up of this report. 

 

Certainly we do not consider that Council-owned seaside piers are “unimaginative and 

dull.  How this description can be applied to the piers at Bournemouth, Cromer or 

Southend (to name but three) is a mystery.  Local authorities recognize the importance of 

their piers to their resorts’ tourism offer and, crucially, have the resources to maintain 

them in first class structural condition. Thus one in every three piers has an assured 

future. 

 

Most of the remaining piers are in private ownership, ranging from large leisure 

companies to a single family.  Each is a separate and individual case and it is unrealistic 

to offer a one-size-fits-all solution for their future.  In any case the National Piers Society 

considers it impertinent to try to interfere in the running of commercial enterprises. It 

continues however to campaign for private pier owners to be eligible to apply for public 

funding in respect of essential structural works. The problem for commercial operators is 

how to generate sufficient revenue (after tax) to be able to afford regular maintenance as 

opposed to crisis management. From time to time a “saviour” with sufficient funds and 

long-term vision appears on the scene to rescue an ailing pier, but such instances, while 

extremely welcome, are few and far between. 

 

A few piers, such as Clevedon and Swanage, are administered by charitable trusts which 

whilst facing the same issues as private piers – balancing costs against income – are at 

least able to call on the public purse from time to time.  A small number of piers 

including Herne Bay, Ramsey Queen’s and Saltburn have supporter groups or “Friends” 

with varying degrees of activity and resources. In no way would they be able to take over 

the running of their piers, nor would they seek to do so. 

http://www.uk.coop/


 

Public funding bodies, led by the Heritage Lottery Fund, are showing encouraging signs 

of increasing interest in seaside piers as a key part of Britain’s coastal heritage and the 

National Piers Society deserves some credit for helping to bring this about. Their 

resources however are not infinite and there are many competing demands.  The success 

of the Hastings & White Rock Pier Trust in obtaining the enormous sum of £11.4 million 

(the largest ever Lottery award made to a pier apart from the £14.5 million allocated but 

not eventually paid to the Brighton West Pier Trust) should not be underestimated.  The 

Society is full of admiration for the small team of dedicated enthusiasts who galvanized 

local public opinion and persuaded Hastings Council to take decisive action to prise the 

pier from its overseas owners.  But the huge task that the newly created Hastings Pier 

Charity has set itself should not be underestimated: there will be many hurdles to jump 

and setbacks to overcome while the pier is being rebuilt and considerable commercial 

acumen well beyond the capabilities of a few enthusiasts to make it an operational and 

financial success.   

 

Although, sadly, a handful of piers are languishing or under-performing, there have been 

some notable works in the recent past (at, for example, Beaumaris, Clacton, Llandudno 

and Southend), impressive schemes are in progress on several others, notably Lowestoft 

Claremont, Mumbles and Penarth, and there are exciting plans for Felixstowe. Full 

details are given on the Society’s website www.piers.org.uk   

 

The National Piers Society finds the Co-operatives UK Report poorly researched and 

simplistic in its recommendations. It fails to appreciate the diversity and range of the 

UK’s remaining piers, each of which requires a different modus operandi. Piers come in 

all shapes and sizes and there is as much public appreciation for funfair piers as for 

heritage ones.  As we prepare to celebrate the 200
th

 anniversary of the opening of the first 

pier at Ryde (IOW) next year, we should work with pier owners of every shade to ensure 

their future survival for the enjoyment of everyone. 

 

The National Piers Society is a company limited by guarantee (company no. 05506251) 

and a registered charity (no. 1111251).   

 

For background information on each pier and general information please visit the 

Society’s website www.piers.org.uk   

 

Press contact:   Anya Chapman - anyalucychapman@googlemail.com 
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